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Service of Matins 
 

INVITATORY 

O Lord, open my lips. 

And my mouth shall proclaim your praise. 

Glory to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit. 

   As it was in the Beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

 

THE VENITE  

Psalm 95 may be read in unison or responsively: 

O come, let us sing to the Lord; 

   let us make a joyful noise to the rock of our salvation! 

Let us come into his presence with thanksgiving; 

   let us make a joyful noise to him with songs of praise! 

For the Lord is a great God, 

   and a great King above all gods. 

In his hand are the depths of the earth; 

   the heights of the mountains are his also. 

The sea is his, for he made it, 

   and the dry land, which his hands have formed. 

O come, let us worship and bow down, 

   let us kneel before the Lord, our Maker! 

For he is our God, 

   and we are the people of his pasture, 

   and the sheep of his hand. 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit. 

   As it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

 

THE READINGS 

One or more passages from Scripture are read. After each reading: 

The word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 
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REFLECTION 

A period of reflection follows the readings. This may include a homily, a reading from a saint of the Church, or 

a time of silence. The reflection concludes: 

Long ago God spoke to our ancestors in many and various ways by the prophets, 

But in these last days God has spoken to us by the Son. 

 

THE BENEDICTUS 

The Song of Zechariah may be read in unison or responsively: 

Blessed + are you, Lord, the God of Israel, 

   You have come to your people and set them free. 

You have raised up for us a might Savior, 

   Born of the house of your servant David. 

Through your holy prophets, you promised of old to save us from our enemies, 

   From the hands of all who hate us, 

To show mercy to our forebears, 

   And to remember your holy covenant. 

This was the oath you swore to our father Abraham: 

   To set us free from the hands of our enemies, 

Free to worship you without fear, 

   Holy and righteous before you, all the days of our life. 

And you, child, shall be called the prophet of the Most High, 

   For you will go before the Lord to prepare the way, 

To give God’s people knowledge of salvation, 

   By the forgiveness of their sins. 

In the tender compassion of our God, 

   The dawn from on high shall break upon us, 

To shine on those who dwell in darkness and the shadow of death, 

   And to guide our feet into the way of peace. 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit. 

   As it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

 

THE PRAYERS 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

Let us pray. 

Mighty God of mercy, we thank you for the resurrection dawn,  

bringing the glory of our risen Lord who makes every day new. 
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Especially we thank you-- 

for the sustaining goodness of your creation, 

for the new creation in Christ and all gifts of healing and forgiveness, 

for the gifts of relationship with others, 

and for the communion of faith in your church. 

Merciful God of might, renew this weary world, heal the hurts of all your children,  

and bring about your peace for all in Christ Jesus, the living Lord. 

Especially we pray-- 

for those who govern nations of the world, 

for the people in countries ravaged by strife or warfare, 

for all who work for peace and international harmony, 

for all who strive to save the earth from carelessness and destruction, 

for all who suffer in body, mind, and spirit, including those we name before you now, 

and for the church of Jesus Christ in every land. 

O God, you have called your servants to ventures of which we cannot see the ending, by paths as 

yet untrodden, through perils unknown. Give us faith to go out with good courage, not knowing 

where we go, but only that your hand is leading us and your love supporting us; through Jesus 

Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

 

We give thanks to you, heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ your dear Son, that you have 

protected us through the night from all harm and danger. We ask that you would also protect us 

today from sin and all evil, so that our life and actions may please you. Into your hands we 

commend ourselves: our bodies, our souls, and all that is ours. Let your holy angels be with us, 

so that the wicked foe may have no power over us. 

Amen. 

 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 

Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray: 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

Hallowed be thy name, 

Thy kingdom come, 

Thy will be done, 

On earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 
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And forgive us our trespasses, 

As we forgive those who trespass against us; 

And lead us not into temptation, 

But deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

And the power, and the glory, 

Forever and ever. Amen. 

BENEDICTION 

Let us bless the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

Almighty God, Father, + Son, and Holy Spirit, bless and preserve us. 

Amen. 

 

DISMISSAL 

Go in peace. Serve the Lord! 

Thanks be to God! 
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Service of Vespers 
 

INVITATORY 

O God, make speed to save us. 

O Lord, make haste to help us. 

 

PSALM 141 

Psalm 141 may be read in unison or responsively: 

I call upon you, O Lord; come quickly to me; 

   give ear to my voice when I call to you. 

Let my prayer be counted as incense before you, 

   and the lifting up of my hands as an evening sacrifice. 

Set a guard over my mouth, O Lord; 

   keep watch over the door of my lips. 

Do not turn my heart to any evil, 

   to busy myself with wicked deeds 

in company with those who work iniquity; 

   do not let me eat of their delicacies. 

Let the righteous strike me; 

   let the faithful correct me. 

Never let the oil of the wicked anoint my head, 

   for my prayer is continually against their wicked deeds. 

When they are given over to those who shall condemn them, 

   then they shall learn that my words were pleasant. 

Like a rock that one breaks apart and shatters on the land, 

   so shall their bones be strewn at the mouth of Sheol. 

But my eyes are turned towards you, O God, my Lord; 

   in you I seek refuge; do not leave me defenceless. 

Keep me from the trap that they have laid for me, 

   and from the snares of evildoers. 

Let the wicked fall into their own nets, 

   while I alone escape. 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit. 

   As it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen. 
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THE READINGS 

One or more passages from Scripture are read. After each reading: 

The word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

REFLECTION 

A period of reflection follows the readings. This may include a homily, a reading from a saint of the Church, or 

a time of silence. The reflection concludes: 

Long ago God spoke to our ancestors in many and various ways by the prophets, 

But in these last days God has spoken to us by the Son. 

 

THE MAGNIFICAT 

The Song of Mary may be read in unison or responsively: 

My soul proclaims + the greatness of the Lord, 

My spirit rejoices in God my Savior, 

   For you, Lord, have looked with favor on your lowly servant. 

From this day all generations will call me bless’d: 

  You, the Almighty, have done great things for me 

   And holy is your name. 

You have mercy on those who fear you, 

   From generation to generation. 

You have shown strength with your arm 

   And scattered the proud in their conceit, 

Casting down the mighty from their thrones 

   And lifting up the lowly. 

You have filled the hungry with good things 

   And sent the rich away empty. 

You have come to the aid of your servant Israel, 

   To remember the promise of mercy, 

The promise made to our forebears, 

   To Abraham and his children forever. 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit. 

   As it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen. 
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THE LITANY 

In peace, let us pray to the Lord. 

Lord have mercy. 

 

For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord. 

Lord, have mercy. 

 

For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for the unity of 

all, let us pray to the Lord. 

Lord have mercy. 

 

For this holy assembly, and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us pray to the 

Lord. 

Lord have mercy. 

 

For the health of the creation, for abundant harvest that all may share, and for peaceful times, let 

us pray to the Lord. 

Lord have mercy. 

 

For public servants, the government, and those who protect us; for those who work to bring 

peace, justice, healing, and protection in this and every place, let us pray to the Lord. 

Lord have mercy. 

 

For those who travel, those who are sick and suffering, and for those who are in captivity, let us 

pray to the Lord. 

Lord have mercy. 

 

For deliverance in the time of affliction, wrath, danger, and need, let us pray to the Lord. 

Lord have mercy. 

 

For all servants of the Church, for this assembly, for all people who await from the Lord great 

and abundant mercy, let us pray to the Lord. 

Lord have mercy. 

 

Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 

A brief silence follows. 
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Giving thanks for all who have gone before us and are at rest, rejoicing in the communion of all 

the saints, we commend ourselves, one another, and our whole life to you, through Christ our 

Lord. 

 

O God, from whom come all holy desires, all good counsels, and all just works: give to us, your 

servants, that peace with the world cannot give, that our hearts may be set to obey your 

commandments; and also that we, being defended from the fear of our enemies, may live in 

peace and quietness; through Jesu Christ our Savior, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 

Spirit, God forever. Amen. 

 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 

Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray: 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

Hallowed be thy name, 

Thy kingdom come, 

Thy will be done, 

On earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

And forgive us our trespasses, 

As we forgive those who trespass against us; 

And lead us not into temptation, 

But deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

And the power, and the glory, 

Forever and ever. Amen. 

 

BENEDICTION 

Let us bless the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

Almighty God, Father, + Son, and Holy Spirit, bless and preserve us. 

Amen. 

 

DISMISSAL 

Go in peace. Serve the Lord! 

Thanks be to God! 
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Service of Compline 
 

INVITATORY 

Almighty God grant us a quiet nice and peace at the last. 

Amen. 

It is good to give thanks to the Lord, 

To sing praise to your name, O Most High; 

To herald your love in the morning, 

Your truth at the close of the day. 
 

CONFESSION & FORGIVNESS 

In the presence of God and one another, let us confess our sin: 

Holy and gracious God, 

I confess that I have sinned 

Against you this day. 

Some of my sin I know— 

The thoughts and words and deeds 

Of which I am ashamed— 

But some is known only to you. 

In the name of Jesus Christ, 

I ask forgiveness. 

Deliver and restore me, 

That I may rest in peace. 

 

By the mercy of God, 

We are united with Jesus Christ, 

In whom we are forgiven. 

We rest now 

In the peace of Christ 

And rise in the morning to serve. 
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PSALM 130 

Psalm 130 may be read in unison or responsively: 

Out of the depths I cry to you, O Lord. 

   Lord, hear my voice! 

Let your ears be attentive 

   to the voice of my supplications! 

If you, O Lord, should mark iniquities, 

   Lord, who could stand? 

But there is forgiveness with you, 

   so that you may be revered. 

I wait for the Lord, my soul waits, 

   and in his word I hope; 

my soul waits for the Lord 

   more than those who watch for the morning, 

   more than those who watch for the morning. 

O Israel, hope in the Lord! 

   For with the Lord there is steadfast love, 

   and with him is great power to redeem. 

It is he who will redeem Israel 

   from all its iniquities. 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit. 

   As it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

 

THE READINGS 

The service includes one of the following or another brief reading: 

Therefore do not worry, saying, “What will we eat?” or “What will we drink?” or “What will we 

wear?” For it is the Gentiles who strive for all these things; and indeed your heavenly Father 

knows that you need all these things. But strive first for the kingdom of God and his 

righteousness, and all these things will be given to you as well. 

 

‘So do not worry about tomorrow, for tomorrow will bring worries of its own. Today’s trouble is 

enough for today. – Matthew 6:31-34 

 

‘Come to me, all you that are weary and are carrying heavy burdens, and I will give you rest. 

Take my yoke upon you, and learn from me; for I am gentle and humble in heart, and you will 

find rest for your souls. For my yoke is easy, and my burden is light.’ – Matthew 11:28-30 
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For I am convinced that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, nor things present, nor 

things to come, nor powers, nor height, nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able 

to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord. – Romans 8:38-39 

 

REFLECTION 

A period of extended silence follows the readings. The reflection concludes: 

Into your hands, O Lord, I commend my spirit. 

Into your hands I commend my spirit. 

You have redeemed me, O Lord, God of truth. 

Into your hands I commend my spirit. 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit. 

Into your hands I commend my spirit. 

 

THE NUNC DIMITIS 

The Song of Simeon may be read in unison or responsively: 

Now, Lord, you let your servant go in peace: 

   Your word has been fulfilled. 

My own eyes have seen the salvation 

   Which you have prepared in the sight of ev’ry people: 

A light to reveal you to the nations 

   And the glory of your people Israel. 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit. 

   As it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

 

THE PRAYERS 

Hear my prayer, O Lord; 

Listen to my cry. 

Keep me as the apple of your eye; 

Hide me in the shadow of your wings. 

In righteousness I shall see you; 

When I awake, your presence will give me joy. 

Keep watch, dear Lord, with those who work or watch or weep this night, and give your angels 

charge over those who sleep. Tend the sick, give rest to the weary, bless the dying, soothe the 

suffering, comfort the afflicted, shield the joyous, and all for your loves’ sake. 

Amen. 
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 THE LORD’S PRAYER 

Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray: 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

Hallowed be thy name, 

Thy kingdom come, 

Thy will be done, 

On earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

And forgive us our trespasses, 

As we forgive those who trespass against us; 

And lead us not into temptation, 

But deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

And the power, and the glory, 

Forever and ever. Amen. 

 

BENEDICTION 

Let us bless the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

Almighty and merciful God, Father, + Son, and Holy Spirit, bless, preserve us and keep us, this 

night and forever more. 

Amen. 
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